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September 1, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Students, and Community Members, 

 I would like to extend a warm welcome to the school year!  As you are aware, we will be in a remote 

learning environment beginning on September 8, 2020 for all students in the Buffalo Public School District due 

to the global pandemic in which our country and world continue to be engaged in.   

 It is with much anticipation that our students connect with their new teachers and classmates on the first 

day of school.  We know that they may have been separated physically from their peers and friends, which have 

led to concerns of loss, anxiety, and frustration to name a few. We also acknowledge that they may have been 

fearful or anxious regarding family concerns; some experienced family members’ loss of employment, family 

illness, or trauma related to COVID 19.   

As educators and caretakers, we also recognize the importance for children to continue the journey of growth 

which includes social, emotional, physical, and intellectual manners.  Our school year will begin very differently 

than in years past, however, most of our students participated in the remote learning instruction in Spring and 

Summer, so fortunately, they may be familiar with the online resources that were provided then, and will be 

activated for this year.   

 We have learned many lessons throughout this experience of remote learning.  We have learned that our 

children are kind, concerned, social, helpful, and compassionate about others.  We know that they wanted to 

connect with adults that they had relationships with, as noted by their emails to staff and administrators.  We 

learned that they were eager to continue to complete tasks, and when technology issues arose, they sought 

information to get the problem resolved.   

 Though we learned wonderful personal traits about our students, and the trials and tribulations of their 

personal experiences these past few months, we also learned that we need to improve the quality of the 

instructional experience for students and families alike. The administration team, teachers, and staff have been 

working diligently to prepare the school for September and a new year of learning, albeit remotely.  Teachers 

and administrators have received various professional development opportunities, to help better prepare for 

“Opening Day”.  The BPS district has worked diligently to organize for every facet and need that students, 

parents, teachers, and staff would need to provide a quality education for all students, all grades, all curriculum. 

 You will receive messages from the school in the form of Phone, Email, and Text notifications when you 

need to be informed on procedures for pick-up of materials, new information regarding our school or district, and 

any other pertinent information.  Due to the use of our electronic messaging, it is imperative that the school have 

the correct contact information for every student enrolled.  There is a new online form on the BPS Main Page at 

the bottom, where parents can change address, phone number, personal contact information, etc. I encourage 

parents and guardians to complete that if your information has changed from last year.  

Parent Portal is another necessary online resource for parents and guardians to become acquainted with.  This 

platform is utilized as a means for parents/guardians to view student grades, assignments, and other instructional 

information. This is viewable in “real time” 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Students (Gr. 3-8) should know their 

access, as it is the same login username and password, they use each time they log into the BPS system.  

Directions to access can be found on the BPS website on the Main Page.  Certainly, you are always welcome to 

contact the Main Office for assistance, at (716) 816-4818.  Our staff is available to assist when necessary.   



 We look forward to the first day of the 2020-2021 school year on Tuesday, September 8th for an 

“inspirational year of learning”!  

 

 Sincerely, 

 Patricia Dixon 

 Patricia Dixon 

Principal 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


